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3 R’s
Reduce
Rework
Recycle

Please join the Industry Manufacturers 
Council (IMC) on Friday morning, 
August 4th for its next Legislative Update 
Breakfast. Our guest speaker will be 
State Assemblymember Phillip Chen, 
who proudly represents the residents  
and taxpayers of the 55th Assembly District, 
which includes portions of the City of 
Industry. Breakfast served at 8:00 AM, 
with our program concluding by 9:30 AM. 
For further information go to https://aug4-
breakfast-w-phillip-chen.eventbrite.com  

Phillip is a successful small business 
owner, who owns and operates a property 
management company overseeing 
commercial and residential properties. 
He is also a former educator. Prior to  
being elected to the State Assembly in 
November 2016, Phillip served on the 
Walnut Valley Unified School District 
(WVUSD) since 2011. 

As School Board Trustee, Phillip helped 
turn the district's budget deficit into a 
budget surplus and established a "rainy-
day" fund. The WVUSD is one of the 
highest academic performing districts in 
both the state and nation - with a 909 API 
score and 99% graduation rate.  

Additionally, Phillip is a former Reserve 
Sheriff's Deputy who volunteered his time as 
a Reserve Sheriff Deputy to ensure his 
community stayed safe. In 2009, he was 
recognized as the Walnut/Diamond Bar Sheriff's 

Station as the "Reserve Deputy of the Year."
While serving on the staff of conservative 

Los Angeles County Supervisor, Mike 
Antonovich, Phillip helped save tax dollars 
and improve delivery of services by 
fostering public-private partnerships.

Phillip earned his B.A. in Communications 
from California State University, Fullerton; 
and both a Master’s in Public Administration 
and Doctoral of Educational Psychology 
from the University of Southern California. 

He taught urban politics at California 
State University Los Angeles and at the 
USC Sol Price School of Public Policy.

Contact the IMC Office (626-968-3737) 
for more information on this program.
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Two members of the City Council of the 
City of Industry were sworn in to office at 
a special Council meeting on Tuesday, June 
13. Administering the oath of office was 
former State Senator William Morrow, who 
served as the city’s outside election official.

Abraham Cruz, who was first appointed 
to the Council in 2015 following the 
retirement of Jeff Parriott, will now serve a 

full four-year term after filing to run for one 
of two Council seats in the city’s general 
election on June 6, 2017. The election 
was deemed unnecessary when only two 
individuals filed for the two positions in this 
election cycle. It his candidate statement 
filed for the election, Cruz spoke of his 
hope and commitment to keeping the Tres 
Hermanos/Tonner Canyon property as open 
space for hiking trails, wildlife corridors 
and public purpose space for the future.

Catherine Marcucci, who was sworn in 

to her first term of office, previously served 
as the City of Industry’s representative on 
the Civic-Recreational-Industrial Authority, 
which oversees the operations of the 
City owned Industry Hills Expo Center. 
Marcucci assumes the  seat previously 
held for nearly nine years by former 
councilmember Roy Haber, who did not 
seek reelection. Marcucci is married and 

works as a compliance specialist in the 
financial services industry. With her work 
experience, she recognizes the importance 
of accountability reforms the City of 
Industry has undertaken.

Marcucci and Cruz, along with the 
rest of the City Council – Mayor Mark 
Radecki, Mayor Pro Tem Cory Moss and 
Council Member Newell Ruggles – meet 
on the second and fourth Thursdays of each 
month, typically at 9:00 AM. Meetings are 
open to the public.

City Council Oath of Office

In a June 21st news release, Secretary of 
State Alex Padilla announced that for the 
first time, Californians can file Limited 
Liability Company, or LLC, Statements of 
Information online. Secretary Padilla also 
unveiled bizfile California (http://www.
sos.ca.gov/business-programs/bizfile/),  
a new online portal to help businesses  
file, search, and order business records 
quickly and conveniently from one 
webpage.  

“Our new online LLC Statement of 
Information submission makes doing 
business in California quicker, easier and 
more convenient,” said Secretary Padilla. 
“We are streamlining the process so  
that entrepreneurs can focus less on  
red tape and more on growing their 
business.”

Limited liability companies now have  
the option to file their Statements of 
Information online, including required 
statements which are due 90 days after 
registration and every 2 years thereafter 
during the month of registration. This 
includes submission of interim statements 
to update the LLC’s information of record. 
The online form can be directly accessed  
at https://llcbizfile.sos.ca.gov

In 2016, 375,000 LLC Statements of 
Information were filed with the Secretary 
of State's office by mail or in person. 
This new e-file option will streamline the 
process and save the state and customers 
time and money. 

To form an LLC for the first time, 
Articles of Organization must still be filed 
in-person or by mail using the LLC-1 
form for domestic California LLCs, or 
Application to Register by using the LLC-5 
for foreign LLCs. Padilla is working to have 
online filing of Articles of Organization by 
the end of this year.

“Whether filing a statement of information 
or searching for a limited liability company 
bizfile California is a one-stop shop for  
all online business filing and search  
needs,” added Padilla. “bizfile California 
will help business owners succeed  
by making the information they need 
accessible anytime, anywhere and from any 
device.” 

The new bizfile California portal 
consolidates links into one hub for 
information regarding online business 
filing and search services. Previously, 
those interested in filing or searching 

business records would have to navigate 
the Business Programs Division website to 
find the webpage corresponding with their 
service needs. 

The new bizfile California portal is 
part of Secretary of State Padilla’s Digital 
Initiative to modernize and digitize  
the agency’s divisions, including the 
Business Programs Division. In December, 
the Secretary launched California Business 
Search (https://businesssearch.sos.
ca.gov) which now provides access to  
more than 10 million records related to 
corporations, limited liability companies 
and limited partnerships along with 
the ability to download PDF images of 
documents at no charge. The Secretary 
recently launched a new online resource 
page connecting aspiring business owners 
with information they need to start a  
business in California. The resource page 
includes a Starting a Business Checklist 
(h t tp : / /www.sos .ca .gov/bus iness -
programs/business-entities/starting-
business-checklist/)  as well as a Starting 
a New Business in California brochure 
(http://bpd.cdn.sos.ca.gov/bizfile/bizfile-
brochure.pdf).

For more information, contact Jesse 
Melgar or Sam Mahood with the Secretary 
of State’s office at 916-653-6575.

Sec’y of State Announces New 
Online LLC Information Filing

Commercial Cooling, a longtime IMC 
member, marks its Golden Anniversary 
this year, celebrating its remarkable growth 
from an 8,000 sq. foot facility in Santa Fe 
Springs to a 60,000 sq. foot facility in the 
City of Industry. This success is due in 
large part to John Milani’s commitment to 
manufacturing quality products, treating 
his employees like family and to giving 
back to those in need.

John Milani came to the United States 
at the tender age of 16, leaving his family 
and financial comforts behind in pursuit 
of the American Dream. When he arrived, 
John Milani neither spoke English nor 
knew anyone. Highly motivated and 
disciplined, he went on to earn his master’s 
in mechanical engineering. He purchased 
Commercial Cooling in 1984 and since 
that time he has transformed it into the 
leading manufacturer of walk-in coolers 
and freezers in the field.

Believing in corporate social 
responsibility, John Milani is involved 
in many philanthropic causes including 
Mercy Ships, an international charity, 
which currently operates the largest non-
governmental hospital ship in the world. 
Through the growth of his relationship 
with Mercy Ships, he arranged for his son, 
Farzad, to visit the ship while it was docked 
in Cotonou, Benin. 

Farzad, who is Vice President of 
Business Development with Commercial 
Cooling, had never been to Africa or 
even heard of the country of Benin, but 
he went enthusiastically to discover an 

unknown land. Through this journey he 
was fortunate and blessed to spend three 
days at an orphanage in Sakate, Benin, run 
by American expatriates, Jon and Ashley 
Barchus. 

The Barchus’ gave up everything back 
in 2010 to move to a small village in West 
Africa to dedicate their lives to caring for 
orphans. They care for 40 children that 
live at the Tree of Life USA Orphanage 
along with dozens of other children who 
are in the program, but still live with their 
families. 

“I was struck by the fact that these children 
were extremely happy even though they 

were living in one of the poorest countries 
in the world, with an unimaginable level 
of poverty,” said Farzad. “These children 
brought happiness to my heart and for 
which I am forever grateful.”

Upon his return to the United States, 
Farzad felt a compelling drive to help the 
orphanage. To increase awareness of and 
generate donations for the orphanage, 
Farzad went to the online fundraising 
website, www.GoFundMe.com, and 
created a campaign in hopes of raising 
money to cover the education costs for 
these children.  The orphanage must pay for 
books, uniforms, meals and tuition for the 
children to attend school.  Unfortunately, 
public education in Benin is not free so 
donations are needed to ensure these 
children can receive an education and work 
towards a better future.

For more information about the 
orphanage visit, treeoflifeusa.org and if 
you are interested in making a donation to 
“Help the Hopeless” please go to https://
www.gofundme.com/tree-of-life-usa

IMC Member Profile: 
Commercial Cooling… Journey of Hope
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